



Polar Knowledge Canada represents and supports Canadian participation in a number of international organizations that provide leadership in polar (Arctic and Antarctic) research planning and coordination, policy, Indigenous participation, funding and logistics.

These include:
· International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
· Forum of Arctic Research Operators (FARO)
· Arctic Science Funders Forum (ASFF)
· Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks (SAON)
· Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR)
· Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP)

Polar Knowledge Canada is also a regular member of the University of the Arctic (UArctic).


The enabling legislation for Polar Knowledge Canada (CHARS Act 2015) provides the direction for broad activities to be undertaken by the organization, including promoting the development and dissemination of knowledge of the other circumpolar regions, including the Antarctic; strengthening Canada’s leadership on Arctic issues; establishing a hub for scientific research in the Canadian Arctic.  
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	[bookmark: _Hlk218514279]Website

	https://iasc.info/

	History

	IASC was founded in 1990 by representatives of national scientific organizations of the eight Arctic countries - Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia (at that time Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), Sweden and the United States of America. The Founding Articles of IASC were signed in Resolute Bay, Canada.

Over the years, IASC has evolved into the leading international science organization of the North and its membership today includes 25 countries involved in all aspects of Arctic research, including 16 non-Arctic countries (Austria, Belgium, China, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland, Türkiye and the UK).

	Purpose

	The International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) is a non-governmental, international scientific organization. IASC pursues a mission of encouraging and facilitating cooperation in all aspects of Arctic research.

	Enabling Documents

	IASC Founding Articles https://iasc.info/images/about/iasc-founding-articles.pdf  Polar Knowledge Canada is the national adhering body to IASC.

	Role/Impact

	The IASC Council is the governing body for IASC, supported by at five member executive committee and Secretariat currently hosted by Iceland. IASC operates on the principle of consensus decision making. The members ensure an input of a wide range of scientific and technical knowledge and provide access to a large number of scientists and administrators through their national committees.

Current council members ca be found here:  https://iasc.info/about/organisation/council

The scientific core elements of IASC are its five Working Groups (WGs): Atmosphere, Cryosphere, Marine, Social & Humanities and Terrestrial. The main function of the WGs is to encourage and support science-led international programs by offering opportunities for planning and coordination, and by facilitating communication and access to facilities. Each WG is composed of up to two scientists from each IASC member country, appointed by the national adhering bodies. 

Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) was initiated by IASC in 1999 to provide opportunities for coordination, cooperation and collaboration between the various scientific organizations involved in Arctic research and to economize on travel and time.  Over the years the summit evolved into the most important annual gathering of the Arctic research organizations.  The next ASSW will take place in Aarhus, Denmark from 25 March - 1 April 2026.

Through its role with IASC, POLAR facilitates Canada’s leadership in areas of common interdisciplinary arctic research.  Through IASC POLAR is able to access a valuable network for Arctic science collaboration and alignment of global priorities.  IASC also supports IASC the planning and organization of the International Conference on Arctic Research Planning (ICARP) and the International Polar Year (next IPY 2032-22).

	Representation and Appointments Process

	The Canadian representative to IASC Council is the President of Polar Knowledge Canada, or delegate.  Currently this is the POLAR Chief Scientist.   

POLAR appoints Canadian IASC Working Group members and coordinates Canadian Working Group participation and reporting https://www.canada.ca/en/polar-knowledge/advancingpolarknowledge/iasc.html



	POLAR Contact
	chiefscientist-scientifiqueprincipal@polar-polaire.gc.ca







	Forum of Arctic Research Operators (FARO)
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	https://faro-arctic.org/


	History

	The original proposal to establish a forum for Arctic logistics and research planning was initiated by Canada during the International Symposium “Polar Aspects on Global Change” in August 1998.  A group of 24 operators from 11 countries agreed to initiate the forum, appointed a small group to draft terms of reference, and had an initial discussion about tasks.

The FARO logo is a lighthouse, symbolizing safety of operations, and furthermore, ‘FARO has developed to become a platform for friendly exchange of information on operation of research vessels, stations and other infrastructure and over the years FARO has inspired many collaborations between member countries/institutions and organizations. Today FARO counts 21 member countries representing about 40 operators around the world. 

Annual meetings are held during the Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) in close collaboration with other organisations involved in Arctic research.

A complete history of FARO can be found here: https://faro-arctic.org/fileadmin/g-e-m/Faro/History_of_FARO_final_web.pdf

	Purpose

	FARO facilitates information exchange, establishment of cooperation and development of new ideas among national operators of ships, stations and aircrafts in the Arctic.  This enables countries to optimize logistics and operational support for scientific research in the Arctic.

A list of member countries and their respective organizations can be found here:  https://faro-arctic.org/operators

	Enabling Documents

	FARO Terms of Reference: Each country interested nominates up to 3 national representatives (focal point), preferably a major Arctic operator with a national network to other operators. Microsoft Word - FARO Terms of Reference_final april15 2013_

	Role/Impact

	FARO achieves it mission by 1) networking of national operators to exchange information on best practices and new technological developments, 2) engaging in collaborations with government, science, early career and other infrastructure organizations, 3) facilitate access to infrastructure by linking infrastructure and science, and 4) support coordination of logistics and sharing of operational resources.



	Representation and Appointments Process

	Canada is represented at FARO by the Operators of Canadian Arctic Research Operators (OCARI) Network.  The Canadian representative is the President of Polar Knowledge Canada, or Delegate.  The current points of contact for FARO are the POLAR Executive Director (Programs) and the Chief Scientist.

As the operating agency of CHARS and Secretariat for OCARI, POLAR provides Canadian perspectives on Arctic operations (all domains), and POLAR and OCARI benefit from the experience shared by other countries.


	POLAR Contact

	chiefscientist-scientifiqueprincipal@polar-polaire.gc.ca

























	Arctic Science Funders Forum (ASFF)
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	https://iasc.info/cooperations/arctic-science-funders-forum


	History

	Through the initiatives of the second Arctic Science Ministerial, the Arctic Science Funders Forum was officially established on 30 March 2020. 

“We support the establishment of this Forum and encourage funding agencies involved in the Arctic Science Ministerial to collaborate on further bilateral and multilateral research efforts set forth by this Ministerial.”
- Joint Statement of Ministers on the Occasion of the third Arctic Science Ministerial

	Purpose

	The Arctic Science Funders Forum is a multilateral, discussion platform, originating from the Arctic Science Ministerial process, for Arctic research funders to initiate and investigate new and enhanced collaborative scientific activities in the Arctic.

	Enabling Documents

	ASFF is open to representatives of the Arctic science funding programmes of the governments participating in the Arctic Science Ministerial and the six Arctic Indigenous Peoples Organisations that participate in Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM). The last ASM was held in 2021 hosted by Japan and Iceland. Canada promotes Arctic science collaboration and Indigenous research priorities at meeting of international science Ministers - Canada.ca 

ASM’s have not been held during the Russian, Norwegian or upcoming Danish AC Chairs.  For now the ASFF has assumed responsibility for convening discussions related to international funding opportunities for Arctic research.  Terms of Reference and Working Procedures were adopted in 2025.


	Role/Impact

	POLAR represents Canada at ASFF business meetings and events.  

The ASFF provides an opportunity for POLAR to promote CHARS to international partners who may wish to collaborate on arctic research and to gain insight into international funding opportunities for Canadian researchers.



	Appointments Process

	Membership to the ASFF is country Arctic science funding programs as defined by the Terms of Reference.  This has recently been opened to include a wider variety of funding bodies.

At the October 2025 AGM David Hik was elected ASFF Chair.  Christine Barnard (ArcticNet) and Jon Fuglestad (Norwegian Research Council) were elected Vice-Chairs.


	POLAR Contact

	chiefscientist-scientifiqueprincipal@polar-polaire.gc.ca






	Sustaining Arctic Observing Networks (SAON)

	[bookmark: _Hlk218520350]Website

	https://arctic-council.org/projects/saon/
https://www.arcticobserving.org/

	History

	In January 2007, the Sustained Arctic Observing Networks Initiating Group (SAON IG), composed of representatives of international organizations, agencies, and northern residents involved in research and operational and local observing, was formed to develop a set of recommendations on how to achieve long-term Arctic-wide observing activities that provide free, open, and timely access to high-quality data that will realize pan-Arctic and global value-added services and provide societal benefits. The Swedish and Canadian IPY Committees agreed to take the lead in the launch of the SAON initiative by running a succession of workshops together with the SAON IG.

The SAON Steering (SAON-SG) group drafted the Plan for the Implementation Phase of SAON for the Arctic Council and the International Arctic Science Committee (February 2011).  The decision to establish SAON was made by the Arctic Council in the Nuuk Declaration (2011). 

	Purpose

	Sustaining Arctic Observing Network (SAON) is a joint activity of IASC and the Arctic Council (Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program) with the purpose to support and strengthen the development of multinational engagement for sustained and coordinated pan-Arctic observing and data sharing systems.  

	Enabling Documents

	The SAON Board was established following a decision by the Ministers of the Arctic Council in the Nuuk Declaration (2011).

The Terms of Reference of SAON and the Board are here: https://www.arcticobserving.org/governance/board


	Role/Impact

	The ambition of the joint Arctic Council and International Arctic Science Committee initiative, SAON Roadmap for Arctic Observing and Data Systems (ROADS) is similar: To advance systematic, inclusive, and coordinated Arctic observation to address societal needs, and knowledge gaps across the region. ROADS emphasizes Indigenous participation, shared societal benefits, and integration with existing networks to improve Arctic observing systems. 

POLAR contributes to Canada’s organization of SAON obligations, inventories, datasets, and projects.  POLAR participation in coordinated efforts for pan-Arctic observation provides an opportunity to leverage and support global datasets and observing efforts.  It allows for Canadian polar researchers to expand their insights into valuable climate and biodiversity related research without having to forge individual relationships.

	Representation and Appointments Process

	POLAR, as the IASC country representative, appoints the national representative to the SAON Board.  Opportunities exist to extend Canadian participation in SAON as part of a larger data management and observing network initiative.

POLAR is the delegate for Canada’s national membership to the SAON board (currently Amanda Cliff, Director Science and Technology).

The two SAON committees are the Committee on Observations and Networks and the Arctic Data Committee (a joint initiative with IASC - https://arcticdc.org) .https://www.arcticobserving.org/committees


	POLAR Contact

	stdirector@polar-polaire.gc.ca








	University of the Arctic (UArctic)

	[bookmark: _Hlk218519588]Website

	https://www.uarctic.org/

	History

	The Universtiy of the Arctic was officially launched on June 12, 2001, in Rovaniemi, Finland, as a "university without walls" to foster cooperation in higher education and research across the circumpolar North. Proposed to the Arctic Councilin the late 1990s, it grew from an initiative to create a network for northern peoples to over 200 members, focusing on mobility, sustainable development, and indigenous knowledge. 

A complete history of milestones and development for UArctic can be found here: https://www.uarctic.org/about-us/history/


	Purpose

	The University of the Arctic (UArctic) is a network of universities, colleges, research institutes, and other organizations concerned with education and research in and about the North.


	Enabling Documents

	POLAR is one of several Canadian non-higher education members of UArctic. UArctic - University of the Arctic - Polar Knowledge Canada (POLAR)

	Role/Impact

	POLAR and UArctic share information on programs, initiatives and funding opportunities that advance shared priorities.  POLAR liaises with other Canadian UArctic members through Memorial University.

With its mandate to disseminate information of the polar regions, involvement in UArctic is an opportunity to engage in cooperation in education, research, and outreach.

A list of Canadian member organizations can be found here: https://www.uarctic.org/members/member-profiles/canada/  and a list of all members can be found here: https://www.uarctic.org/members/member-profiles/



	Representation and Appointments Process

	The Canadian Polar Commission was a member of UArctic, but this lapsed in 2015 when Polar Knowledge Canada was established.  POLAR became a member of the UArctic again in 2022.  The POLAR representative to UArctic is the President or their designate.  Currently Amanda Cliff (Director, S&T) is POLAR’s point of contact for UArctic.

	POLAR contact

	stdirector@polar-polaire.gc.ca








	Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR)

	Website

	https://scar.org/


	History

	At the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) Antarctic meeting held in Stockholm on 9 – 11 September 1957, it was decided that there was need for further international organisation of scientific activity in Antarctica, and that a committee should be set up for this purpose. The Bureau of ICSU invited the twelve nations actively engaged in Antarctic research to nominate a delegate each to a Special Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR).

The first meeting of SCAR was held at the Hague from 3 – 6 February 1958.  The main task of the committee at the first meeting was to “prepare a plan for the scientific exploration of Antarctica in the years following the completion of the International Geophysical Year programme”. A Finance Committee was also formed. Three working groups were set up to discuss and prepare future research programmes and each later reported their recommendations to the Committee. Subsequently SCAR was renamed the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research.

	Purpose

	SCAR is a thematic organization of the International Science Council (ISC), charged with initiating, developing and coordinating high quality international scientific research in the Antarctic region (including the Southern Ocean), and on the role of the Antarctic region in the Earth system. SCAR provides objective and independent scientific advice to the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings  and other organizations such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) .

SCAR currently includes 46 member countries (comprising 35 full and 11 associate members) and 9 ISC unions. SCAR strives to include new members, as countries not yet engaged develop an increasing interest in Antarctic science. Full list of members available here: https://scar.org/about-us/governance/members/detailed-information


	Enabling Documents

	Canada became a full member of SCAR in 1998, nominated by National Research Council (the adhering body to ISC).  National representatives must maintain an active and continuing programme of research in the Antarctic Region (see CHARS act ss5a)...and must have a National Committee.

See SCAR Articles of Association SCAR_Articles_of_Association_March_2021


	POLAR Role/Impact

	POLAR coordinates the Canadian Committee on Antarctic Research (CCAR), Canada's National Committee under SCAR, and provides support for Canadian’s contributing to SCAR Science Groups.  This responsibility is coordinated with advice and support from CCAR.  

Participation in SCAR is valuable in aligning Canada’s Antarctic program with international priorities for the Antarctic region.  SCAR also serves as a network for sharing information and establishing international partnerships in advancing common goals in Antarctica and polar science in general.

The 12th SCAR Open Science Conference & meetings will take place August 8 – 19, 2026 in Oslo, Norway.  Conferences occur every two years.

	Appointments Process

	The Canadian delegate to SCAR Council is the President of Polar Knowledge Canada, or delegate (currently Chief Scientist).  The alternate delegate is the Chair of CCAR  (currently Dr. Thomas James, NRCan).

Representation to various SCAR Science groups and projects is coordinated through the Canadian Committee on Antarctic Research (CCAR).


	POLAR contact
	chiefscientist-scientifiqueprincipal@polar-polaire.gc.ca







	Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP)
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	https://www.comnap.aq/

	History

	In 1988, the Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programs (COMNAP) was established. At that time there was a growing interest in Antarctica and a need for a focused group of experts to ensure effective and collaborative operations, logistics and science support. Membership has grown from twenty-two Member programs to thirty-four Member and three Observer programs.  

COMNAP’s purpose is to “develop and promote best practice in managing the support of scientific research in Antarctica”. It does this by: 
     • Serving as a forum to develop practices that improve effectiveness of activities in an environmentally responsible manner; 
     • Facilitating and promoting international partnerships; 
     • Providing opportunities and systems for information exchange; and 
     • Providing the Antarctic Treaty System with objective, practical, technical & non-political advice drawn from the National Antarctic Programs’ pool of expertise.

	Purpose

	COMNAP is an international association, formed in 1988, which facilitates support to Antarctic operations amongst the governmental National Antarctic Programs. COMNAP is advisory to the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting.

	Enabling Documents

	COMNAP’s Members are the government National Antarctic Programs of 34 countries that are Consultative State Parties, or are non-Consultative State Parties and their countries have agreed to the Antarctic Treaty and the Environmental Protocol.  A list of member countries can be found here: https://www.comnap.aq/our-members


	POLAR Role/Impact

	POLAR represents Canada at COMNAP business meetings and events. POLAR updates Canadian information on Antarctic missions as required.   This is also an assigned responsibility of CCAR, although currently limited as Canada generally is not operating logistics in the Antarctic or Southern Ocean.

POLAR participation in COMNAP provides access to logistical support for the Canadian Antarctic Research Expeditions (CARE).  For example, POLAR supported CARE 2025 through its access to COMNAP by providing contacts for Search and Rescue and Station Managers.  POLAR also provided guidance on Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI), invasive species and other critical issues, that was available through COMNAP. This network has also provided POLAR with opportunities to liaise with potential international partners, for example Chile, which whom POLAR signed an MOU in February 2025.


	Appointments Process

	Polar Knowledge Canada is the lead agency for Canada’s national Antarctic program and supports Canada’s membership (Manager National Antarctic Program -  David Hik; Deputy Manager National Antarctic Program -  Deanna Hammel)

There are seven Expert Groups within COMNAP.  For now, Canada is participating in these discussions on limited basis to gather more information about the operations of other National Antarctic Programs and collaborative research programs (e.g. InSynch, RINGS), until we establish a funding Canadian Antarctic Research Program and our own logistics.  


	POLAR contact

	chiefscientist-scientifiqueprincipal@polar-polaire.gc.ca
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